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HENORANDUM FOR THE RECOHD
SUBJECT: BACEKWASH

1. ! Inhrimg by telephons, that iandica.
tions Tt vAS over stressed causing the
left wing ta~t¢11 abeut 12 to 18 isches outboard from the
wing root. This failure vas followed by a falrly severe
pitech up which proebably camuged the engine smounts to fail
and the rest of the aircrait cemw apart at that itime.

- 2. There are sevaral fnctors which may have contributed
to the structural failure. The fact that the atreraft was
indiceted approximately 217 knets at 35,000 feet in a posi-
tion of & climbing right turn with empty mein fuel tanks
and fuel in the auxiliary fuel tauks amay hewve contributed
to the initial failure. HWith fuel in the asuriliary tanis
and empty aain tanks the rigidity of the wing is affeeted.
4ddded to this is the unizmown forece applied by the usme of
the right aileron #t the same time., While the oritical <
force at the poriion of the wiang which fziled is stated ico
he 4.5, 1t soeus unlikely that any qualified pilot womld
apply é 5 G to this aircraft. It say follovw that the cou.
ditions noted aboave have reduced the foree reguired te
cause structural failure tc o sufficient degree that the
maneuver resulted structural failure.

3. It is ny understusding that as a result of the above
information, which was passed to Gen. Geary, by phone, by
I |l the Afr Foree bhas released their U.2 air-
craft for Ilight and are no leager interested in a special
ingpection 1o be performed it OL-2G.

4. 'The sbove laoformation is not official and should
not e used to make deecigions regarding the accident.

Colonel UBAF
freputy for Field Activities, OB5A
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